STATEMENT ON STRENGTHENING NORDIC
COOPERATION BETWEEN

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS OF LOCAL
AUTHORITIES

We, the national associations of local authorities in the Nordic countries, reaffirm our commitment to
strengthening Nordic cooperation based on shared values of democracy, human rights, the rule of law and
trustworthy public administration.

The cooperation focuses on strengthening municipal and community resilience and preparedness by supporting
the capacity of local authorities to anticipate, prepare for, respond to and recover from societal challenges,
while sharing practical knowledge that supports service continuity and robust local governance across the
Nordic region.

1. Purpose of the cooperation

The purpose of the cooperation is to strengthen a joint Nordic approach to resilience and preparedness in local
government by supporting municipalities in developing robust and adaptable services and governance.
Through professional collaboration between the national associations, the cooperation also aims to strengthen
a shared Nordic voice on issues relevant to local authorities.

2. Shared priority areas

The cooperation will prioritise knowledge exchange on issues relevant to municipal and community resilience and
preparedness, including preparedness planning, crisis management and service continuity, democracy and frust
at the local level, human rights, equality and accessibility, sustainable welfare systems, climate and environmental
challenges, and the secure and responsible use of digital solutions in local government

3. Implementation and ways of working

The cooperation will be implemented through an existing expert-level working group on preparedness, Nordic
Network on Civil Resilience and Cyber Security, which leads the work under this agreement.

The expert group operates under the guidance of a steering group composed of executive directors of the
Nordic Associations of Local Authorities. Outcomes will be shared with members through concise updates and
lessons learned, with the aim of supporting practical application at the municipal level.

4. Next steps

The Nordic Network on Civil Resilience and Cyber Security will take the cooperation forward by identifying
initial priorities and agreeing on the work to be carried out under this agreement, within the framework set by
the steering group.
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On behalf of the national associations of local authorities:

Peter Rahbaek Juel. KL - Local Government Denmark:
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